Next SSCO Safety Committee meeting:

Thursday, January 31, at 6:00 p.m.

Loring Nicollet Center, 1925 Nicollet Ave

For more information, visit www.sscoweb.org or call Dave at (612) 874-2840.

SSCO SAFETY COMMITTEE

Notes from the meeting of December 20, 2007, at 1925 Nicollet Ave.

PRESENT   Jay Damberg and Ken Strobel, co-chairs; Robert Lilligren, Ward 6 City Council;             Bobbi Harrington and Jean Schwalen, Hennepin County Community Probation; Sarah Mahmud,       Scott Downing, and Michael Killebrew, Minneapolis Police 5th Precinct; Lisa Godon, City Attorney’s office; Rob Helmerichs, Rand Management; Howard Penas, Jeanne Krueger, Judy Austin, Helen Grams, Eddie Chambers, Bonnie Bona, Arlene Storandt, and SSCO safety coordinator Dave Delvoye

ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Donations for the SSCO spring rummage sale will be accepted starting in January; call 874-2840.  The sale is set for April 19 & 20 at the Van Dusen center, 1900 LaSalle Ave.

· Chambers invited people to attend a one-hour “Building Dreams” presentation on January 16 from    6 to 7 p.m. at Ripley Gardens, 301 Penn Ave North, about how the nonprofit Aeon develops affordable housing.  To sign up, call 874-2840.

· To avoid a conflict with the annual Restorative Justice Community Action volunteer recognition dinner, the next Safety committee meeting is rescheduled for Thursday, January 31.

· Damberg announced that he is resigning as committee co-chair due to a conflict with his class schedule.  An election to fill the position, which involves representing the committee on the SSCO Board of Directors which meets on the second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m., will be held at the January 31 meeting.  Call 874-2840 for more information.

COMMUNITY PROSECUTOR REPORT – Assistant City Attorney Lisa Godon
Godon distributed copies of the CLEAN sheet, a list with mugshots of the 5th Precinct’s top 30 offenders which is updated weekly with court conditions, appearance dates, and warrant and custody information.  She said that the CLEAN sheet will be updated with new offenders next month.  Godon reported that there is an active warrant for Nanette Haghi, a CLEAN offender with a large number of charges pending, including five or six prostitution offenses.  She said that CLEAN offender Theoplias Howlett is out of custody with no conditions, probation, or stayed time.  The coordinator said that Howlett had violated SSCO’s harassment restraining order by having contact with a Block Patrol team on December 7; a police report was made.  Godon said that she will charge Howlett with the offense once she verifies that the restraining order was served to him.

COMMUNITY PROBATION REPORT – Probation Officers Bobbi Harrington and Jean Schwalen
Harrington reported that probation officers had settled their contract with the County and that there would not be a strike.  Schwalen said that she was busy issuing warrants for many of her clients who had violated their probation.  She said that she is taking chronic offender Jessica Matt on her caseload.

MINNEAPOLIS POLICE REPORT – Crime Prevention Specialist Sarah Mahmud, Officers Scott Downing and Michael Killebrew
Officer Downing, who works the Stevens Square – Whittier night beat with his partner Killebrew, said that the neighborhood has been quiet at night lately.  In response to a question about the vacant City of Lakes property at 110 East 18th St, Officer Killebrew said that it is mostly young graffiti taggers and “urban explorers” who are causing problems there now.  Mahmud gave the coordinator a stack of MPD No Trespassing signs for the property owners to install on the security fence surrounding the property.  She distributed copies of a map and list of Part 1 crimes reported in the neighborhood between November 20 and December 18.  There were:

· 3 robberies of person: at gunpoint on the 1800 block of Stevens Ave at 3:05 p.m. on December 3; at Franklin & Nicollet at 9:30 a.m. on December 4, in which a suspect who is acquainted with the victim demanded cash and prescription medication and then cut the victim on the face with a knife; at gunpoint on the 1900 block of Clinton Ave at 6 p.m. on December 4, as the victim got off a school bus.

· 1 aggravated domestic assault.

· 4 business burglaries: Paradise Restaurant on November 24; a psychologist’s office on Groveland Ave on December 17; laundry rooms at residential buildings on the 1700 block of Stevens Ave and 600 block of Ridgewood Ave.

· 3 residential burglaries.

· 1 motor vehicle theft.

· 4 incidents of theft from motor vehicle.

Mahmud said that police are still getting lots of reports of laundry room burglaries in multi-unit buildings with coin-operated machines; suspects gain entry to the buildings and then pry open the coin boxes on the machines.  She said that suspect descriptions vary as do the days and times of the incidents.  Mahmud said that laundry room burglar George Kary Martin was recently sentenced to 46 months for crimes committed in the 3rd Precinct.  Killebrew said that the reports he has taken involved no forced entry to the buildings, but Strobel said that an unknown suspect broke into the building where he lives in order to get to the laundry machines.  Mahmud said that the majority of the burglaries have involved unforced entry and that it was a good idea for building owners to use tokens or cards instead of coins in order to deter burglars.  She suggested that owners with coin-operated machines empty the coin boxes frequently and post signs stating that fact.  Police are looking for other ideas to stop this trend; anyone with information about the burglaries should call the property crimes line at the 5th Precinct: 673-5715.  

Mahmud presented information about preventing wintertime auto theft.  She said it was important to educate people, especially newcomers, about not leaving vehicles running with the key in the ignition to warm them up or keep them warm.  Mahmud said that thieves often take advantage of this kind of opportunity, and Killebrew said that the victim of such an auto theft will be ticketed for open ignition violation.  Downing said that a suspect who is apprehended in a stolen vehicle with keys in the ignition is usually charged with misdemeanor tampering with a motor vehicle instead of felony auto theft.  Chambers said that it is not illegal to use an automatic car starter with a locked vehicle.  Grams asked about trespassing enforcement.  Killebrew said that police were able to enforce trespassing under City ordinance if MPD No Trespassing signs were posted and under State statute if property owners or residents were willing to fill out a No Trespass form against an individual and make a citizen’s arrest.  He encouraged people to help police by using their citizen’s arrest power when possible.  Downing said that 911 callers need to keep in mind that police response is affected by the priority of the call assigned by a dispatcher and the number of officers available at any given time.

The coordinator made available copies of Google maps and lists of arrests for livability crimes in an area encompassing Stevens Square-Loring Heights and the section of Whittier from Franklin Ave to 24th St.  For the period from November 26 to December 16, there were 7 alcohol-related arrests (17 in 2006),      9 narcotics-related arrests (13 in 2006), and 11 prostitution-related arrests (3 in 2006).  The coordinator said that all of the prostitution-related arrests were made by night CRT (community response team) and that, due to a temproary short-staffing situation, many of the arrestees would be charged by complaint instead of being booked at the time of arrest.  Downing said that an increase in arrests is not necessarily equal to an increase in crime.  The coordinator made available copies of Google maps and summaries of police reports of incidents and arrests in specific areas.  For the period from November 26 to December 16, 18 reports were generated in the Clinton sector (3rd Ave to 4th Ave, I-94 to Franklin Ave) and 24 in the Nicollet corridor (1st Ave to LaSalle Ave/Blaisdell Ave, I-94 to 24th St).  All of these reports, updated weekly, are available in text format on the crime information page at www.sscoweb.org  Damberg said that the SSCO Board had discussed whether to provide a link to these Google maps on the web site, but instead decided to post a notice stating that anyone interested in viewing the maps should contact the coordinator.  Austin suggested adding map links to the Block Patrol Yahoo! group site.

The coordinator said that community members can contact Officers Downing and Killebrew directly to share crime-related concerns or questions.  A notice has been posted on the SSCO crime information web page with their e-mail addresses: Scott.Downing@ci.minneapolis.mn.us and Michael.Killebrew@ci.minneapolis.mn.us   The coordinator thanked the officers, and said that they work four days a week from 6 p.m. to 4 a.m. and are willing to provide information about how citizens can work with police to make our neighborhood safer.  Community members can contact them, for example, to find out how to make an effective 911 call and a citizen’s arrest, how to trespass unwanted persons from private property, and for other practical advice.  To report suspicious activity or a situation requiring a police officer at the scene, call 911.
The coordinator reported that, at Mahmud’s invitation, he had attended a meeting of the 5th Precinct Problem Properties unit on December 6.  He said that it was valuable to see how the multi-jurisdictional unit, which handles addresses with both law enforcement and inspections issues, operates.  The coordinator said that most of the complaints about problem properties in Stevens Square-Loring Heights – with three significant exceptions over the past few years – do not meet these criteria since they involve criminal activity alone.  Mahmud said that the Problem Properties unit is still in the process of defining its scope of work, but that many of the current issues involve small properties which are vacant or poorly managed by absentee owners.  Council Member Lilligren said that the impetus for Problem Property units came out of certain 3rd Precinct neighborhoods, and that it was good that this approach had spread to the entire city.

PRIORITY CONCERNS / HOT SPOTS / CHRONIC OFFENDERS
· 1800 Stevens Ave – Police and the property manager continue to work on complaints about drug dealing from an apartment in this building.

· 1808 Stevens Ave – Police and the property manager continue to work on complaints about drug dealing from an apartment in this building.

· 1807 2nd Ave – Police and the property manager continue to work on complaints about drug dealing from an apartment in this building.

· 1811 2nd Ave – Police and the property manager are working on complaints about drug dealing from an apartment in this building.

WARD 6 REPORT – City Council Member Robert Lilligren
Lilligren reported that he was halfway through his term of office and that many good things were happening in the ward and in Stevens Square-Loring Heights in particular, especially regarding crime and safety issues.  He credited the Safety committee with doing a great job and thanked the group for helping make the neighborhood a better place.  Lilligren spoke about a meeting earlier in the day with SSCO staff and volunteer leaders, City staff, and key property owners regarding the potential for the redevelopment of Nicollet Ave in the neighborhood.  He said that the outcome was encouraging and that he will soon convene a meeting of the property owners to try to help them reach agreement on next steps.  He said that arrangements will be made for City planning staff to regularly attend SSCO’s Housing & Development committee meetings.

In regard to the future of NRP, Lilligren said that the City’s NRP work group, of which he is a member, presented a report and recommendations to the City Council’s Committee of the Whole earlier in the day.  The work group unanimously supported continuing NRP past 2009, and a draft “Framework for the Future” report will be sent out soon for community input.  Lilligren said that the work group recommended that the City provide $2 million annually to support the administrative costs of the neighborhood organizations, but that the question of whether to provide any discretionary funds to the organizations to implement projects is unresolved.  Lilligren said that the work group is still exlporing funding sources for the program.  He said that there was a lot of information now coming out and encouraged people to read the work group’s draft report at www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/news/20071221NRPFuture.asp    Lilligren said that this was all very good news for NRP neighborhoods.

There was a discussion about the CVS pharmacy set to open soon at Franklin & Nicollet.  The coordinator said that, according to Whittier Alliance staff, the store had to close by 2 a.m. on Friday and Saturday and by 1 a.m. the rest of the week.  Lilligren questioned whether CVS had received a conditional use permit to allow for extended operating hours.  Bona asked about the status of the proposal to install MPD security cameras in the area around Franklin & Nicollet.  The coordinator said that he had not yet received a response from Inspector Arneson about whether the 5th Precinct supported the idea.  Lilligren said that the Ventura Village neighborhood had provided NRP funding for temporary MPD cameras (at a cost of about $6,000 to $10,000 each) in the area of Franklin & Portland.  He said these cameras were coordinated with the shot-spotter system and monitored at the 3rd Precinct.  Penas asked about plans to move Peace House to make way for the ongoing redevelopment of Franklin & Portland.  Lilligren said that the request to move Peace House to 2501 5th Ave was turned down by the City and that Aeon, one of the key developers at Franklin & Portland, was still looking for a new location for Peace House.  Lilligren apologized for missing the WinterLights celebration on December 9; he said that he had arranged for a house he had purchased to be moved onto the 2900 block of 3rd Ave that day.

BLOCK PATROL REPORT – Judy Austin
Austin reported that, between November 30 and December 19, 9 Block Patrol volunteers participated in 9 shifts, contributing a total of 47 hours.  At least two shifts were cancelled.  Block Patrol participated in the WinterLights celebration on December 9.  Austin shared some stories from the Block Patrol log.

BUILDING SAFETY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
Damberg said that, in October and November, the committee awarded two matching grants from the NRP Building Safety Improvement program which generated a number of questions about the program guidelines.  He asked whether there should be a limit to the amount granted per project, considering that the funds were very limited: $15,000 total, of which $7,100 had just been allocated.  Austin said that, according to the guidelines, the money is “meant to benefit as many people as possible.”  She suggested that there should also be a limit of one grant per property owner.  Damberg suggested that a maximum grant of $1,000 be established.  Strobel asked if any exceptions should be made, depending on the circumstances.  Grams asked how it would work if two or more property owners partnered on a project.  Damberg said that he recommended a cap of $1,000 no matter how many property owners were involved, with a limit such as Austin proposed.  Helmerichs summarized the language for the guidelines: a maximum grant of $1,000 per project, with one award per recipient.  Damberg suggested that applicants be required to submit the proposal in writing no less than ten business days prior to the Safety committee meeting at which it will be discussed, to allow for the proposal to be distributed and fully considered by those making the decision.  There was no objection to making these changes.  On a motion by Howard Penas, seconded by Eddie Chambers, the committee directed staff to make the agreed-upon changes regarding grant limits and submission requirements to the guidelines of the NRP Building Safety Improvement program and submit them to the SSCO Board for approval.

SSCO Safety Committee minutes, December 2007, prepared by Dave Delvoye.
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