Next SSCO Safety Committee meeting:

Thursday, April 24, at 6:00 p.m.

Loring Nicollet Center, 1925 Nicollet Ave

For more information, visit www.sscoweb.org or call Dave at (612) 874-2840.

SSCO SAFETY COMMITTEE

Notes from the meeting of March 27, 2008, at 1925 Nicollet Ave.

PRESENT  Helen Grams and Ken Strobel, co-chairs; Robert Lilligren, Ward 6 City Council; Bobbi Harrington and Jean Schwalen, Hennepin County Community Probation; Chelsea Adams, Minneapolis Police 5th Precinct; Lisa Godon, City Attorney’s office; Kelby Grovender and Molly McCarthy, Mental Health Resources; Don Lepper, Lydia Apartments; John Martin, UPi Property Management; Rob Helmerichs, Rand Management; Arlene Storandt, Howard Penas, John Ryser, Mary Gunderson, Judy Austin, Jeanne Krueger, Eddie Chambers, Tracy, Jay Damberg, Robert Fischer, Judy S., Richard Evans, Elizabeth Young, Jessica Hayssen, and SSCO staff Steve Gallagher and Dave Delvoye

ANNOUNCEMENT
· Donations of good stuff are being accepted for the Stevens Square 5th annual rummage sale on April 19 & 20 at the Van Dusen Event Center.  All proceeds benefit SSCO.  Call Dave at 874-2840.

COMMUNITY PROSECUTOR REPORT – Assistant City Attorney Lisa Godon
Godon distributed copies of the CLEAN sheet, a list with mugshots of the 5th Precinct’s top 30 offenders which is updated weekly with court conditions, appearance dates, and warrant and custody information.  Godon said that the document is now available online at www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/police/about/docs/Pct5CLEAN.pdf  or through a link at www.sscoweb.org/What_We_Do/Community_Safety/Crime_Information/
MINNEAPOLIS POLICE REPORT – Crime Prevention Specialist Chelsea Adams
Adams distributed copies of a map and list of Part 1 crimes reported in the neighborhood during February.  There were:

· 2 aggravated assaults, the first on February 2 at 19th & Stevens, in which a stabbing victim walked to the Little Earth housing project to report the incident, then gave police conflicting accounts and stated that it was tied to a nearby crackhouse; the other on February 17 at Plymouth Church in which a victim, described by police as drunk and uncooperative, was stabbed after getting into an altercation with a suspect.

· 2 aggravated domestic assaults.

· 1 robbery of person, on February 1 at 19th & 1st, in which a suspect came out of an alley and tried to grab the purse of a victim walking on the sidewalk; witnesses chased and caught the suspect and him held until police arrived.

· 1 rape, in which the victim met the suspect in front of the Salvation Army shelter downtown on February 17 and told police she was unsure of the location of the assault and whether it occurred at gunpoint.

· 1 business burglary.

· 1 auto theft.

· 5 incidents of theft.

Adams spoke about the February 25 incident at an apartment at 305 West Franklin Ave, in which officers responding to a report of a person with a weapon attempted to subdue a suspect who attacked them with a knife; a Taser failed to stop the suspect, and officers were forced to open fire.  The suspect was wounded and has been charged with assaulting police officers.  Adams reported that police have a suspect in some of the 43 recent business burglaries in the 5th and 3rd Precincts; these include incidents in Stevens Square-Loring Heights, Whittier, and Lowry Hill East.  She will send further information via the SAFE e-mail list.

The coordinator made available copies of Google maps and lists of arrests for livability crimes in an area encompassing Stevens Square-Loring Heights and the section of Whittier from Franklin Ave to 24th St.  For the period from February 25 to March 23, there were 24 alcohol-related arrests (22 last year), 17 narcotics-related arrests (15 last year), and 1 prostitution-related arrest (0 last year).   Year to date, there have been 46 alcohol-related arrests (41 last year), 43 narcotics-related arrests (29 last year), and 13 prostitution-related arrests (2 last year).  The coordinator made available copies of Google maps and summaries of police reports of incidents and arrests in specific areas.  For the period from February 25 to March 23, 13 reports were generated in the Clinton sector (3rd Ave to 4th Ave, I-94 to Franklin Ave) and 56 in the Nicollet corridor (LaSalle Ave/Blaisdell Ave to 1st Ave, I-94 to 24th St).  All of these reports, updated weekly, are available in text format on the crime information page at www.sscoweb.org  To receive e-mailed or printed copies of the Google maps, contact Dave at 874-2840 or dave@sscoweb.org 

COMMUNITY PROBATION REPORT – Probation Officers Bobbi Harrington and Jean Schwalen
Harrington said there was not much to report, the neighborhood seemed to be quiet, and all was well with Probation.  She said that chronic offender Darryl Brooks had been sentenced to 60 days in the workhouse for violating his conditions of release which prohibited him from being in the neighborhood.

PRIORITY CONCERNS / HOT SPOTS / CHRONIC OFFENDERS
· 1808 Stevens Ave – The problems with drug dealing at two apartments in this building appear to have been resolved; the tenants have been told to leave by March 31.  One of these tenants has reportedly moved to another building a block away.

· 1816 Stevens Ave – The problem with drug dealing at an apartment in this building appears to have been resolved; the tenant has been told to leave by March 31.

· 1830 Stevens Ave – The problem with drug dealing at an apartment in this building has been resolved; the tenant has left.

· 1807 2nd Ave – The problem with drug dealing at an apartment in this building appears to have been resolved; the tenant has been told to leave by March 31.

· 1827 LaSalle Ave – The problem with drug dealing at an apartment in this building has been resolved; the tenant has left.

· March 13 stabbing and March 21 terroristic threats incidents at 1816 Stevens Ave – Those allegedly involved in these incidents – no one has been charged yet – have been told to leave 1816 Stevens Ave and 1820 Stevens Ave by March 31.  Police, the property manager, and block club volunteers have been working to resolve these problems.  There was a discussion about how prospective tenants are screened by property managers, with strong recommendations from community members to include background checks for arrest records along with histories of convictions.

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE COMMUNITY ACTION REPORT
The coordinator passed around copies of a letter of apology from an RJCA program client who also performed 32 hours of community service in the neighborhood.

BLOCK PATROL REPORT – Judy Austin
Austin reported that from February 28 to March 26, 14 volunteers participated in 16 Block Patrol shifts, contributing a total of 81 hours.  She shared some stories from the Block Patrol log.

Strobel initiated a follow-up discussion about getting new vests for Block Patrol.  Lepper reported that organizations which coordinate work at State prisons no longer contract for projects such as sewing vests.  He said that he did some research about vests and costs, and approached the Plymouth Church Neighborhood Foundation about contributing $100 to cover the price of about ten vests.  Strobel said that Dee Tvedt had sent him information about fabric and patterns which are stored at the substation.  Austin said that she looked for it and found two vests made from the older style cotton fabric which are cut out and ready to sew, along with another vest in good shape which could be repaired easily; she volunteered to do this work.  Austin also did extensive research on potential sources for new vests.  Gallagher said that SSCO could cover the cost of new vests, too.  Damberg offered to donate to cover the cost of a vest.  The coordinator said that the question was whether Block Patrol vests should be constructed from fabric using existing patterns or purchased new from a clothing supplier, and asked if the committee wanted to make a decision or leave it up to Block Patrol volunteers.  The group discussed the features the new vests should include, such as light-weight fabric, mesh ventilation, adequate pockets, and reflective stripes.  On a motion by Jay Damberg, seconded by Howard Penas, the committee unanimously decided to purchase ten new vests for Block Patrol.

SAFETY COORDINATOR REPORT – Dave Delvoye
The coordinator reported that 5th Precinct Inspector Kris Arneson has recommended installing an MPD security camera system along Nicollet Ave from 18th St to Franklin Ave.  This was an issue which was raised by the Alcohol task force and considered by the committee last fall.  The coordinator said that Lt Eddie Frizell, who was involved in the previous discussions and has just returned from a three-month assignment, has agreed to be the Precinct’s point person for the project.  He said that Frizell recommended that Whittier Alliance be included in the process.  The coordinator suggested a way for SSCO to proceed with making a decision about whether to support a camera system: 1) Convene the Alcohol task force, which has good representation from law enforcement, businesses, non-profits, and community members in both Stevens Square and Whittier, and get that group’s recommendation; 2) Bring the question to this committee for discussion and a vote, perhaps in a special community-wide meeting rather than at the regular monthly meeting; 3) If approved by the committee, bring the question to the SSCO Board.  The coordinator said that if all those involved approve the project, the next step is to send the recommendation to the City Information Services department, which will analyze the request, develop a plan on how and where to place the cameras, and determine the cost.  At that point, SSCO would need to work with Council Member Lilligren and police to identify funding sources for the project.  There were comments and questions about why the camera system would only cover those couple of blocks, since the problems with crime along Nicollet seem to extend to 22nd or 24th St.  The coordinator agreed to share that with Lt Frizell so that he can address the question at the upcoming community meetings.  The committee directed staff to go ahead with the process.

Gallagher reported that, per the committee’s request, he had submitted an application for a Clean City matching micro-grant for graffiti reduction in the neighborhood.  The proposal calls for SSCO to develop a rapid response team of volunteers to remove graffiti from public property in the neighborhood within 72 hours of it being reported.  He said that the project budget is $7,600, which includes in-kind donation of volunteer hours; the amount requested from Clean City is $3,800.

Gallagher reported on a new initiative, the Good Neighbor Award, which came from the group working to keep the neighborhood clean.  He said that the idea of the award is to encourage and recognize business and property owners and community members who agree to support SSCO’s beautification and safety efforts and provide financial contributions.  Those who pledge their support will receive a decal which can be displayed to show that they are good neighbors.  Copies of the draft safety components were distributed; supporters would pledge to:

· participate in Safety committee meetings when issues are relevant;

· keep business contact information up-to-date with SSCO;

· report criminal or suspicious activity to the police via 911;

· support Block Patrol through volunteering or, for landlords, offering rent credit to participating tenants;

· report and remove graffiti as quickly as possible from their own property.

The coordinator asked committee members to consider these ways to contribute and to contact him at 874-2840 or dave@sscoweb.org with other ideas or suggestions.  Gallagher said that the project will proceed, with Board approval, once all of the committees have had a chance to respond.

Grams announced that the Stevens Ave block club will meet on March 30 at 2 p.m. and invited committee members to attend.  She said that the group will discuss various current issues on the blocks and plan for get-togethers in the park when the weather improves.  She encouraged everyone to either get involved in, or start, a block or building club.

WARD 6 REPORT – City Council Member Robert Lilligren
Council Member Lilligren reported on moves at the Legislature to try to reinstate the red light camera system; the bill made it through a crucial committee this week.  Lilligren said that he was considering changing the way he engages with SSCO to reflect the increasing interest in housing and development issues, and proposed alternating his attendance between the Safety committee one month and the Neighborhood Development committee the next.  He made it clear that his attendance would be on a regular schedule and would not preclude him from participating in other groups such as the Alcohol task force.  There were no objections.  Lilligren said that he was also available to attend block meetings and events.

Strobel asked for an update about the City Wi-Fi network, which still hasn’t provided service to the neighborhood.  Lilligren said that the multi-story buildings here have proved challenging for the network, and asked if the City should present an update at a community meeting.  The response was favorable to that idea.  Penas asked about the status of Peace House, and whether a new location for the facility has been identified.  Lilligren said that there was nothing new to report.  Others expressed concern that Peace House might move into the neighborhood.  Lilligren reported that the City has signed on to a legislative proposal to continue NRP by extending the life of the pre-1979 tax increment districts which have been the source of funds for the program; he said that this could potentially generate an additional $100 million for NRP over a number of years.  Gallagher said that he and some volunteers were planning to attend a public hearing at the Legislature next week on the bill.  There was a discussion about public transit funding; Grams said that convenient bus service is a crucial factor in attracting residents to the neighborhood.  Young asked about the missing bus shelter on the southwest corner of Franklin & Nicollet; staff will look into the matter.

SSCO Safety Committee minutes, March 2008, prepared by Dave Delvoye.
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