Next SSCO Safety Committee meeting:

Thursday, June 28, at 6:00 p.m.

Loring Nicollet Center, 1925 Nicollet Ave

For more information, visit www.sscoweb.org or call Dave at (612) 874-2840.

SSCO Community Safety Committee

Notes from the meeting of May 24, 2007, at 1925 Nicollet Ave.

PRESENT   Michele McGaughey, co-chair; Jean Schwalen, Hennepin County Community Probation; Lisa Godon, City Attorney’s office; Don Lepper, Lydia Apartments; Sue Whirry, Perennial Management; Bjorn Monson, Copenhagen Enterprises; Charles Rosensteel, Maureen Wells, Judy Austin, Arlene Storandt, Helen Grams, Dee Tvedt, Jay Damberg, Kristin Koppen, Barb Jacobs, Cheryl Curtis, and SSCO safety coordinator Dave Delvoye

ANNOUNCEMENTS

· Red Hot Art in Stevens Square Park, June 2 & 3.

· Cinema & Civics in Stevens Square Park, every Wednesday at 7 p.m. from June 6 to August 1 (except for July 4).

· SSCO annual meeting, June 21, 6:30 p.m., at Plymouth Church, 1900 Nicollet Ave.

COMMUNITY PROSECUTOR REPORT – Assistant City Attorney Lisa Godon

Godon said that she did not have copies of the CLEAN sheet to distribute, but that she would be updating the list of 30 offenders soon.  She reported on the recent four-day trial of chronic offender Theoplias Howlett, who was charged with misdemeanor disorderly conduct for grabbing a female Block Patrol volunteer on April 22 at Groveland & Nicollet.  Godon, who prosecuted the case, said that the defendant was charged by complaint under the City ordinance and state statute for disorderly conduct, and that he was acquitted of the first charge and convicted of the second by a jury.  She said that the victim and a witness provided good testimony.  Godon reported that Judge Susan Robiner would sentence the defendant on May 25, and asked that anyone who wanted to submit a community impact statement for the case should get it to her by noon on that date.  In answer to a question, Godon said it appears that the defendant’s attorney will appeal the verdict on the grounds that the jury’s decisions are inconsistent.  She said that the attorney might also appeal for any number of other reasons.  The coordinator said that, if the sentence does not follow SSCO’s recommendations, he will write a letter to the judge expressing the community’s concerns.  He said that SSCO plans to request an order for protection against Howlett on behalf of Block Patrol.  Godon said that the defendant has demanded a speedy trial (within ten days) on two additional misdemeanor charges for open bottle and littering, and that the defendant will probably be released pending trial because it will take longer than that to have the liquid contents of the bottle analyzed and certified by the crime lab.  

MINNEAPOLIS POLICE REPORT

Godon announced that CPS Mahmud was ill and could not attend the meeting.  She distributed copies of a map of Part 1 crimes reported in the neighborhood between April 22 and May 22.  There were 2 robberies of business, 7 business burglaries, 5 robberies of person, 1 residential burglary, 1 auto theft, 2 stolen vehicles recovered, 3 thefts from motor vehicles, and 8 other incidents of theft.  It appears that most of the business burglaries involved laundry room break-ins at apartment and condo buildings in which coins were stolen from the washers and/or dryers.

Godon distributed an alert that Mahmud sent to Whittier owners and managers on May 18 about the increasing number of laundry room burglaries there, with advice about security matters.  Monson said that laundry rooms in four Copenhagen buildings – three in Loring Park and one in Stevens Square – had been burglarized; thieves had also taken locked bikes from inside the buildings.  He said that income goes down when laundry machines are converted from coins to tokens.  Monson said that it’s unknown how the suspect(s) entered the buildings since there is no sign of forced entry, and that the company is reevaluating its security lock system.  Whirry said that the laundry room at 1801 1st Ave was also burglarized, and that the suspect took measures to hide the break-in by stuffing wood chips in the lock.  She said the suspect only broke into the coin box on the washer, perhaps deciding not to bother with the dryer because there were few coins inside.  Grams said that a suspect was seen in the laundry room at 1808 Stevens Ave even though the machines take only tokens.  Schwalen asked whether signs were posted to notify people that there were no coins in the machines.  There were reports that in some cases, the thieves work very quickly and leave the machines operational, even though the coin boxes are damaged or destroyed.  Rosensteel said that tap keys which can open any lock are for sale online.  Tvedt questioned whether they would be effective against high security locks.  Others expressed doubt that medical locks could be defeated.  Wells said that it’s a good idea to use a chain door lock when at home.  Schwalen said that many lock systems can be defeated by unethical hardware store employees who might agree to copy keys which feature a “do not duplicate” warning.  McGaughey asked whether there might be grant funds available for property owners to install cameras to keep laundry rooms and other vulnerable areas under surveillance.  Whirry said that the cost of installing good cameras in one of her buildings would come to about $4,500.

The coordinator made available copies of a list and maps of livability crimes in an area encompassing Stevens Square-Loring Heights and the section of Whittier from Franklin Ave to 24th St.  For the period from April 23 to May 20, there were 24 narcotics-related arrests (41 in 2006), 41 alcohol-related arrests (24 in 2006), and 1 prostitution-related arrest (2 in 2006).  14 chronic offenders have been arrested for these offenses during this period.  Year to date, there have been 171 arrests for these kinds of offenses (318 in 2006).  Narcotics-related arrests in particular have declined dramatically year-to-date, from 198 in 2006 to 68 this year.  The coordinator made available copies of summaries of police reports of incidents and arrests in specific areas.  For the period from April 23 to May 20, 20 reports were generated in the Clinton sector (3rd Ave to 4th Ave, I-94 to Franklin Ave) and 65 in the Nicollet corridor (1st Ave to LaSalle / Blaisdell Ave, I-94 to 24th St).  All of these reports, updated weekly, are available on the crime information page at www.sscoweb.org 

COMMUNITY PROBATION REPORT – Probation Officer Jean Schwalen

Schwalen reported that she and Harrington have been very busy lately, spending a lot of time in court.  She reported on the cases of two chronic offenders: Amanda Wandersee is in custody until August and Brandon Miller is in custody pending a July 16 probation revocation hearing.

PRIORITY CONCERNS / HOT SPOTS / CHRONIC OFFENDERS

· 110 East 18th St – Intruders continue to get into this vacant building, and graffiti and litter continue to be problems.  There was a recent incident in which two male juveniles were throwing rocks at passing vehicles from the top of the balcony along 1st Ave.

· 1904 1st Ave – There have been no new reports of suspicious traffic to this building.  A community member said that, based on the history of complaints about this address, a property manager was considering writing a letter to the City proposing that the owner’s rental license be revoked.  Another community member said that the manager of 1904 1st Ave had a history of cooperating with police and the neighborhood, and was doing his best to make security improvements to the building.

· 1912 3rd Ave – There are reports that suspicious persons are often seen loitering in front of this address.  Police have been investigating reports of drug dealing out of an apartment in this building.

· Bus shelter at Franklin & Clinton – There are numerous reports of suspicious persons loitering at and around this location at all hours of the day and night.

· Litter and dog waste – The Outreach & Events committee took up the issue of litter and organized a neighborhood summit meeting on May 21, “Let’s talk trash.”  The group has identified action items and is working toward a neighborhood-wide plan to address the problem, with an update set for the Outreach & Events meeting on June 4.  There was a discussion of private and City trash hauling services, and of the problem of trash not being put in dumpsters for a variety of reasons.  There was a discussion about dog waste and off-leash problems.  There was a question about whether one could make a citizen’s arrest for such a violation.  Godon suggested that the witness collect evidence – including the date, time, and location of the offense, the name and address of the offender if known, plus photo(s) if available – and send them to her so that she can make the decision whether to charge the offender by complaint.  A property manager said that his company posts notices about dog offenses and provides bags for pet waste clean-up.  A community member said that offenses can be reported to Animal Control via a call to 311, but that Animal Control does not respond after 5 p.m.  Godon will check on the language of the City ordinance governing these offenses.  

· Graffiti – The coordinator reported on a May 22 incident in which a 21-year-old male who lives in the neighborhood was arrested for graffiti damage to property at 1806 3rd Ave at 3:20 a.m.  The property owner of the building where the suspect lives spoke of the options available to get the suspect out.  Godon said that the suspect has not been charged yet, and that it depends on the police investigator to establish the amount of damage caused by the vandalism, which will determine whether the offense is charged as a misdemeanor, gross misdemeanor, or felony.  It is unclear whether the suspect might be eligible to participate in the Restorative Justice Community Action program, which depends to a certain extent on how involved the person is in the graffiti subculture.

BLOCK PATROL REPORT – Dee Tvedt

Tvedt reported that, between April 27 and May 23, 21 volunteers participated in 19 shifts, contributing a total of 98.25 hours.  Three shifts were cancelled due to lack of volunteers.  Block Patrol members helped staff the Van Dusen Event Center during the Minneapolis-St Paul home tour on April 28 & 29.  Five new members joined Block Patrol on May 20.  Tvedt shared some stories from the Block Patrol logbook.

On a separate matter, Tvedt spoke about the May 18 “walk to work day” in which she led a small contingent, including Council Member Lilligren, from Franklin & Nicollet on a route to downtown.  She said that, since this was a good way to keep people safe, she was trying to develop a mechanism to help those who want to do this regularly to get together and get organized.  Tvedt distributed a draft of an information card in which the respondent was asked to provide contact information and departure times and locations for walks to downtown and back to the neighborhood.  She said that this could help connect those who are interested and promote the idea of walking to work.

TASK FORCE TO ADDRESS ALCOHOL-RELATED CRIME

The coordinator reported that the task force met on May 15 to provide updates on current work and assign further action items:

· Council Member Lilligren will contact MPD and ask that our target area be included in the “hot spots” established for the new Heading Home Hennepin outreach project.

· Mikkel Beckmen of St Stephen’s will invite Hennepin County Street Management to focus on our target area.

· Staff will contact the district manager of the Family Dollar Store about controlling the sale of mouthwash.

· Lilligren will invite a liquor licensing inspector to the next task force meeting, following a discussion about whether and how conditions or restrictions could be imposed on a liquor store’s license.

· Businesses near 18th & Nicollet are planning to hire off-duty officers to patrol the area; there was a suggestion that those at Franklin & Nicollet develop a similar plan.

The task force recommended that the City install surveillance cameras in the area around Franklin & Nicollet similar to those used in the downtown Safe Zone.  The coordinator said that the task force would like to put this issue on the agenda for the Safety committee’s June 28 meeting for a full discussion of whether there is community support for such cameras and how they might be funded.  He said that Council Member Lilligren will bring experts on the camera system to provide information and answer questions.

ELECTION OF COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS

The coordinator explained the duties of the co-chairs and the election procedures, and conducted the elections.  Jay Damberg was the only candidate for the position to represent the committee on the Board.  On a motion by Maureen Wells, seconded by Judy Austin, Jay Damberg was elected unanimously to serve as the co-chair representing the committee on the SSCO Board of Directors.  Dee Tvedt was the only candidate for the position to represent the community at-large.  On a motion by Arlene Storandt, seconded by Michele McGaughey, Dee Tvedt was elected unanimously to serve as the co-chair at-large.  The co-chairs will serve a one-year term.

SSCO Safety Committee minutes, May 2007, prepared by Dave Delvoye.
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