Next SSCO Safety Committee meeting:

Thursday, July 26, at 6:00 p.m.

Loring Nicollet Center, 1925 Nicollet Ave

For more information, visit www.sscoweb.org or call Dave at (612) 874-2840.

SSCO Community Safety Committee

Notes from the meeting of June 28, 2007, at 1925 Nicollet Ave.

PRESENT   Dee Tvedt, co-chair; Robert Lilligren, Ward 6 City Council; Bobbi Harrington and Jean Schwalen, Hennepin County Community Probation; Eddie Frizell and Sarah Mahmud, Minneapolis Police 5th Precinct; Lisa Godon, City Attorney’s office; Jennifer Larson, Plymouth Church Neighborhood Foundation; Sue Whirry, Perennial Management; Rob Helmerichs, Rand Management; Don Leppe, Lydia Apartments; Bill Cross, Charles Rosensteel, Jeanne Krueger, Mikal Doyle, Matt Gerard, Arlene Storandt, Helen Grams, Barb Jacobs, George Demars, Michele McGaughey, Howard Penas, Linda Ferris, Lindsay Ferris, and SSCO safety coordinator Dave Delvoye

ANNOUNCEMENTS

· Cinema & Civics in Stevens Square Park continues every Wednesday at 7 p.m. from July 11 to August 1.  Cinema & Civics t-shirts (sizes medium, large, and extra large) are available from SSCO for $10; call 874-2840 or purchase them at the events.  Proceeds go to support Cinema & Civics programming.

· The City is offering rewards of up to $500 for information leading to the arrest and conviction of graffiti vandals.  To report graffiti in progress, call 911 and, to qualify for the reward, give your name and contact info.

· The SSCO Housing & Development committee will consider the proposed pedestrian overlay district for Franklin & Nicollet at its July 5 meeting, 6:30 p.m. at Loring Nicollet Center, 1925 Nicollet Ave.

MINNEAPOLIS POLICE REPORT – Crime Prevention Specialist Sarah Mahmud

Mahmud reported on the arrest of a robbery suspect by night beat officer Michael Killebrew on June 25.  She distributed copies of a map and list of Part 1 crimes reported in the neighborhood between May 25 and June 25.  There were:

· 4 robberies of person: 9 p.m. on 6/12 at Franklin & Nicollet; 2 a.m. on 6/16 at Franklin & Garfield; 2:50 a.m. on 6/24 on the 1900 block of 3rd Ave; 3:45 a.m. on 6/24 at Franklin & Garfield.

· 3 business burglaries: construction site at Franklin & 1st on 6/23; laundry rooms at a building on the 1800 block of 1st Ave at the end of May and a building on the 1900 block of Stevens Ave on 6/20.

· 6 motor vehicle thefts.

· 14 incidents of theft from motor vehicle.

· 7 other incidents of theft.

Mahmud said that laundry room burglaries continue to occur throughout the 5th Precinct, and account for over half of the burglaries in the neighborhood over the past month.  She said that descriptions of suspects vary, leading police to believe that several people are committing these kinds of crimes.  Mahmud advised residents to never prop open security doors or allow strangers into buildings, and suggested that property owners or managers empty coin-operated laundry machines daily and post a notice that this is being done, and keep buildings well-lit and make frequent security checks.  She encouraged residents to organize and participate in block or apartment building clubs as a way to get to know one another and share information.  A block leader training session is set for July 11 from 6 to 8 p.m. in the community room at the 5th Precinct, 3101 Nicollet Ave.  Contact Mahmud to sign up: 673-2819 or Sarah.Sexton-Mahmud@ci.minneapolis.mn.us   She also encouraged existing block leaders to attend to refresh their knowledge and skills.  Mahmud said that National Night Out is set for August 7, and that block leaders should register their events by July 24 to be eligible for door prizes.  Tvedt encouraged everyone to sign up for Mahmud’s crime alert e-mail group (send a message to                        SAFE5.1-on@ccpsafe.org ), and invited Mahmud to join the SSCO Yahoo group and post the information there, as well.  

The coordinator made available copies of a list and maps of livability crimes in an area encompassing Stevens Square-Loring Heights and the section of Whittier from Franklin Ave to 24th St.  For the period from May 21 to June 24, there were 51 alcohol-related arrests (54 in 2006), 18 narcotics-related arrests (42 in 2006), and 1 prostitution-related arrest (3 in 2006).  There were only three arrests for these offenses in the Clinton sector during this period, compared to 22 last year.  Ten chronic offenders were arrested for these offenses during this period, two of them three times.  Year-to-date narcotics-related arrests continue to decline, from 240 in 2006 to 86 this year.  The coordinator made available copies of summaries of police reports of incidents and arrests in specific areas.  For the period from May 21 to June 24, 25 reports were generated in the Clinton sector (3rd Ave to 4th Ave, I-94 to Franklin Ave) and 74 in the Nicollet corridor (LaSalle Ave / Blaisdell Ave to 1st Ave, I-94 to 24th St).  All of these reports, updated weekly, are available on the crime information page at www.sscoweb.org 

PRIORITY CONCERNS / HOT SPOTS / CHRONIC OFFENDERS

· 110 East 18th St – Trespassers, litter, and graffiti continue to be problems at this vacant and boarded property.

· 1735 Nicollet Ave – The former Johnson Meat property is the site of a homeless encampment, with a large number of empty liquor and mouthwash bottles strewn about.  Police and the property owner are aware of the problem.

· Car break-ins – There have been a number of reports of thefts from motor vehicles, especially in the blocks surrounding the vacant City of Lakes building and former Johnson Meat property.  It appears that thieves are especially targeting vehicles with after-market car stereos.  Police believe that many such crimes are not being reported; victims can call 311 after the fact to report the crimes.

· Clinton sector – Street drug and prostitution activity has made a big comeback in this area over the past month, with many known chronic offenders frequently loitering along these blocks.  Locations at which the problems have been observed include the bus shelter at Franklin & Clinton, the parking lots at the Clinton Market / Giant Wash and the 4th Ave Public Housing tower, and the front steps of various apartment buildings.

· 1900 Clinton Ave – There are many reports of drug dealing and suspicious traffic at this apartment building.  Police and the property manager are working to resolve the problem.

· Trash and litter – The Outreach & Events committee has taken over this issue, with its “Let’s talk trash” work group.

· Graffiti – The graffiti vandal arrested for tagging a property on 3rd Ave on May 22 has not yet been charged.  A correction was made to the May 24 meeting minutes: The suspect would perhaps be eligible to participate in the Restorative Justice Community Action program, but might not be amenable to the benefits of the program depending on the extent of his involvement in the graffiti subculture.  There were reports and complaints about ongoing graffiti vandalism in the neighborhood, on both public and private property.  There was a call for a volunteer to step forward to lead SSCO graffiti clean-up efforts; no one responded.  Several volunteers signed up to help with graffiti abatement.  Call Dave at 874-2840 to participate.  Information about reporting and cleaning up graffiti will be posted to SSCO’s e-mail group.  Mahmud said that the Whittier Alliance recently received a grant to put together and distribute graffiti clean-up kits to residents and business owners.  She said that property owners have ten days to remove reported graffiti; after that, the City is allowed to abate it and charge the cost back to the owner.

· Damon Moore – This Level 3 sex offender was the subject of an MPD community notification meeting on June 25.  Moore registered as homeless at Stevens Square Park, but has since moved to a shelter on the 2700 block of 1st Ave South in Whittier.  A number of residents report having seen Moore in and around Stevens Square Park and at Franklin & Clinton.  Copies of the MPD fact sheet about Moore were made available.

COMMUNITY PROSECUTOR REPORT – Assistant City Attorney Lisa Godon

Godon passed around copies of the CLEAN sheet, a list with mugshots of the 5th Precinct’s top 30 offenders which is updated weekly with court conditions, appearance dates, and warrant and custody information.  She said that three offenders were recently removed from the sheet because they are expected to be incarcerated for a while, and three others added, including Stevens Square offenders Kenneth Nickaboine and Nanette Haghi.  Godon said that another offender, who is being civilly committed, will be removed from the sheet soon and a Whittier offender added.

Godon said that the newly amended City ordinance prohibiting aggressive solicitation (also known as panhandling or begging) takes effect on June 29.  She said that the changes all involve further restrictions as to when, where, and how verbal solicitation can occur in the city.  Godon said that court rulings have indicated that regulating these aspects of behavior is constitutional, although a legal challenge to the ordinance is anticipated.  She said that, for example, the ordinance prohibits aggressive solicitation from sunset to sunrise, within a certain distance of listed locations (such as within ten feet of the property of a liquor store or within 80 feet of an ATM),  and by groups of two or more people.

Godon reported that chronic offender Theoplias Howlett was arrested for trespassing at Plymouth Church on June 27 and has an in-custody court appearance set for June 29.  The coordinator said that Howlett was trespassed from Plymouth Church property for a year by church staff and police on June 25.  The coordinator summarized the other developments over the past month relating to Howlett’s cases:

· May 25 – Howlett was sentenced to serve 45 days (60 days would have been the maximum sentence, which SSCO requested) by Judge Susan Robiner for the disorderly conduct conviction in which a Block Patrol volunteer was the victim.

· May 29 – A judge granted SSCO a harassment order for protection against Howlett on behalf of Block Patrol.  The order, which is in effect for two years, states that Howlett shall not harass Block Patrol, shall have no direct or indirect contact with Block Patrol, and shall stay away from Loring Nicollet Center, 1925 Nicollet Ave.

· June 4 – Howlett completed his sentence for disorderly conduct and was released by Judge Robiner on condition that he stay out of an area which includes Stevens Square neighborhood pending a court appearance on two other charges.

· June 5 – Howlett was arrested at Groveland & Nicollet for violating the geographic restrictions and charged with criminal contempt of court.

· June 12 – A prosecutor dismissed the criminal contempt charge (for a number of reasons) and a May 3 open bottle charge against Howlett in exchange for a guilty plea to an April 16 open bottle charge.  Howlett was sentenced to serve 60 days, and given credit for 60 days which he had already served on these and other charges, and released.

· June 20 – Howlett was cited by police for being in Stevens Square Park after closing hours.

COMMUNITY PROBATION REPORT – Probation Officers Bobbi Harrington and Jean Schwalen
Harrington and Schwalen said that all of their information had already been covered during other agenda items.

WARD 6 REPORT – City Council Member Robert Lilligren

Council Member Lilligren said that on June 29 the City Council will consider Heading Home Hennepin’s pilot project to contract for additional outreach staff to homeless persons in targeted locations.  He said that he has been advocating that the Franklin & Nicollet area be included on the list of target areas at the recommendation of the task force to address alcohol-related crime.  Lilligren reported that Deputy Police Chief Rob Allen has been invited to attend a discussion at the July 26 Safety meeting about installing City surveillance cameras at Franklin & Nicollet.  Allen is an expert on the existing camera systems and can present information about how they work and why they are effective.  Lilligren presented a Police department memo listing the guidleines for installing such cameras and establishing priorities for implementation, and said he thinks this area will compete very well for these resources.

There was a discussion about street lighting, including calling 311 to report lights which are out.  Lilligren said he was working on getting lighting installed or improved on freeway bridges throughout the 6th Ward.  He said that there are lights on the Nicollet Ave bridge; community members contended that they are not bright enough, especially compared to those on the newer 3rd Ave bridge.  Lilligren said that MNDOT was obligated under existing agreements to provide lighting on freeway bridges, but that the agreements had not been enforced in some cases.  He said that correcting this situation was a priority for his office.

McGaughey reported that Public Works had turned down her request to install “no parking within ten feet” signs on Stop sign poles on Clinton Ave at 19th St.  Lilligren said that this was an example of an issue which was common to all of the neighborhoods in the ward, and that he will work on developing a comprehensive response to these kinds of requests.  There was a question about wheter taxis were permitted to park on residential streets, particularly overnight.  Lilligren said that commercial vehicles were prohibited from such parking.  Penas said that the Legislature had recently made exceptions to the law, permitting cabs which are also used as personal vehicles to park on residential streets.

Lilligren said that installation was under way for the City’s WIFI network, which is expected to be completed this year; he had just come from a project update meeting.  Several neighborhoods downtown and to the east already have service; Stevens Square-Loring Heights is expected to be online by the end of summer.

Lieutenant Eddie Frizell, the sector lieutenant for this part of the 5th Precinct, introduced himself and said he had just come from the swearing-in ceremony for 20 new police officers.  He praised SSCO as the most prolific community organization in Minneapolis, and said that the partnership of SSCO staff and volunteers with police, probation, and prosecutors was providing valuable information, giving police a better chance to be in the right place at the right time to prevent and reduce crime in the neighborhood.  Frizell said that SSCO’s efforts were recognized by both the police, who were working to push the offenders back to the 3rd Precinct, and the criminals, who knew their activities were being watched and reported.

BLOCK PATROL REPORT – Bill Cross
Between May 25 and June 26, 11 volunteers participated in 13 regular shifts, contributing 53 hours.  Probation Officer Schwalen and Lydia Apartments staffer Pam Sabey accompanied a team on June 12.  At least three shifts were cancelled due to lack of volunteers or poor weather.  On June 2 & 3, Block Patrol participated in the Red Hot Art festival: 17 volunteers contributed 77 hours.  On June 6, 13, and 20, Block Patrol participated in Cinema & Civics in Stevens Square Park: 10 volunteers contributed 41.5 hours.  For the entire reporting period, volunteers contributed a total of 171.5 hours.  Cross shared some stories from the Block Patrol logbook.  There was a discussion about the need for more volunteers, who are asked to contribute at least two hours per month.

SAFETY COORDINATOR REPORT – Dave Delvoye
Grams reported that the Ramsey County Attorney’s office provides educational presentations on the dangers of methamphetamine.  The committee will look into whether this is something the community might be interested in.

The coordinator said that it’s time for the committee to set its goals and priorities for the upcoming year.  He said that a separate small group meeting will be arranged to brainstorm ideas and develop recommendations to bring back to the committee.  Ten people volunteered to participate in this meeting, which will be scheduled by the coordinator.

SSCO Safety Committee minutes, June 2007, prepared by Dave Delvoye.
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