Next SSCO Safety Committee meeting:

Thursday, August 23, at 6:00 p.m.

Loring Nicollet Center, 1925 Nicollet Ave

For more information, visit www.sscoweb.org or call Dave at (612) 874-2840.

SSCO Community Safety Committee

Notes from the meeting of July 26, 2007, at 1925 Nicollet Ave.

PRESENT   Jay Damberg and Dee Tvedt, co-chairs; Bobbi Lane and Jean Schwalen, Hennepin County Community Probation; Sarah Mahmud, Minneapolis Police 5th Precinct; Lisa Godon, City Attorney’s office; Rob Helmerichs, Rand Management; John Craig, Marilyn Craig, Matthew Drewek, Judy Austin, Bonnie Bona, Arlene Storandt, Helen Grams, Michele McGaughey, Judy S., and SSCO safety coordinator Dave Delvoye

ANNOUNCEMENTS

· The co-chairs presented SSCO’s community meeting expectations.

· The final Cinema & Civics event of the summer in Stevens Square Park, August 1. 

· Stevens Square farmer’s market, every Tuesday from 2 to 5 p.m. in the parking lot of the Public Housing tower at Franklin & Clinton.

· SSCO volunteer & donor appreciation picnic, August 11, noon to 2:30 p.m., in Stevens Square Park.

· Parade of community gardens, sponsored by GardenWorks, featuring LaSalle community garden, August 18, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.    www.gardenworksmn.org 

COMMUNITY SAFETY PRIORITIES FOR 2007 – 2008 

Damberg presented the list of committee priorities for the upcoming year, which were developed by a work group on July 16.  (See the attached document.)  The priorities include working with law enforcement on the 5th Precinct’s crime reduction plan, recruiting more volunteers, publicizing the community standards of behavior, establishing closer connections with Restorative Justice Community Action, working to reduce graffiti vandalism and aggressive panhandling, and cleaning and fixing up the police substation (for which Lane and Schwalen offered to take the lead).  The committee adopted the priorities by consensus.

There was a discussion about panhandling and trespassing.  Godon said that the State No Trespassing statute, which involves a form which the offender must sign and which is then given to police, enhances the offense to a gross misdemeanor (with a maximum penalty of a year in jail) upon the third conviction.  She said that this is a great tool for business and property owners.  Godon said that the City ordinance, which involves posting yellow MPD No Trespassing signs on the property, gives officers the opportunity to question anyone who is loitering at a property to determine whether they have a legitimate reason for being there; offenders can be cited for a misdemeanor.  Mahmud said that owners or managers can fill out an affidavit and receive the signs at the 5th Precinct.  She said that both the City and State No Trespassing forms are available at 

www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/police/crime-prevention 

MINNEAPOLIS POLICE REPORT – Crime Prevention Specialist Sarah Mahmud

Mahmud distributed copies of a map and list of Part 1 crimes reported in the neighborhood between June 25 and July 25.  There were:

· 2 business burglaries

· 4 residential burglaries

· 4 motor vehicle thefts

· 7 incidents of theft from motor vehicle

· 13 other thefts

· 6 robberies of person

Mahmud said that five of the six robberies occurred on Franklin Ave, and that three of the six robberies were at gunpoint; one of the robberies was an attempt by a suspect to take the victim’s beer.  Mahmud said that reports of auto theft were up throughout the 5th Precinct, with thieves targeting Honda Civics and Accords.  She provided a list of measures to take to prevent auto theft.  Mahmud said that there were also a number of bike thefts reported.  McGaughey said that a photo of a bike thief was posted at the Second Moon Café in the Seward neighborhood.  Mahmud said that National Night Out is on August 7, and encouraged those who have not yet registered their block parties to do so.  This year’s theme is “Join the movement: put ‘neighbors’ back in the neighborhood.”  She and other law enforcement personnel will visit the parties in the neighborhood, which include the 1900 block of 1st Ave, the 1800 block of Stevens Ave, and Clinton Ave plus the Public Housing high rises.  Mahmud encouraged residents to subscribe to the MPD crime alert e-mail service by sending an e-mail message to SAFE5.1-on@ccpsafe.org 

The coordinator made available copies of a list and maps of livability crimes in an area encompassing Stevens Square-Loring Heights and the section of Whittier from Franklin Ave to 24th St.  For the period from June 25 to July 25, there were 50 alcohol-related arrests (51 in 2006), 33 narcotics-related arrests (32 in 2006), and 3 prostitution-related arrests (5 in 2006).  The coordinator said that street drug and prostitution activity has returned in a big way to the area around Franklin & Clinton, which is reflected in the map of arrests at that location.  He said that it’s important to keep in mind that last year during this period, police had stepped up enforcement in the neighborhood through the buyback (overtime) initiative, which put extra police on patrol at the hot spots, resulting in an initial increase in arrests.  The coordinator said that it’s impressive that the current level of enforcement, far below last year’s mark, is producing roughly the same number of arrests, which goes to show how effective our beat and CRT officers are when it comes to reducing and stopping crime in the area.  The coordinator made available copies of summaries of police reports of incidents and arrests in specific areas.  For the period from June 25 to July 25, 45 reports were generated in the Clinton sector (3rd Ave to 4th Ave, I-94 to Franklin Ave) and 72 in the Nicollet corridor (LaSalle Ave / Blaisdell Ave to 1st Ave, I-94 to 24th St).  All of these reports, updated weekly, are available on the crime information page at www.sscoweb.org 

PRIORITY CONCERNS / HOT SPOTS / CHRONIC OFFENDERS

· 110 East 18th St – Trespassers, trash, and graffiti continue to be problems at this vacant and boarded property.  The area under the porch on the west side, along 1st Ave, is particularly troublesome, with people using it as a drinking hideout, homeless camp, and toilet.  Council Member Lilligren is working with the developers to resolve the problems.

· 1735 Nicollet Ave – The owner cleaned up this vacant property and the problems have been resolved.

· Clinton sector – The drug and prostitution problems in this area continue, especially along the 1900 blocks of Clinton Ave & 4th Ave, at various times of day.  Police enforcement and the number of arrests have increased in the area.  There are still reports of suspicious traffic to 1900 Clinton Ave and of loitering in front of apartment buildings and in the parking lots near Franklin Ave.

· 1826 4th Ave – The owner of this townhome has moved and the property is for sale.  A tenant has been ordered to leave by August 1.  There are reports of suspicious traffic, drug dealing, and prostitution at the address.

· Graffiti – The committee plans to organize a community project to remove graffiti from public property in the neighborhood by the end of August.  The coordinator will continue to try to find a volunteer leader for the project.

· Stevens Square Park – There is concern over public consumption of alcohol, and the resulting obnoxious behavior, during Cinema & Civics events in the park.  A community member recommended that event planners consider ways to discourage this illegal behavior, such as by printing notices on publicity and surveys and making verbal announcements during events.  The person said that the organizers should establish expectations and then educate the audience about appropriate behavior, especially since this is supposed to be a family-friendly series.  Another community member suggested that signs prohibiting alcohol use be posted in the park.  Others said that drinking occurs in the park at all times of day, not just during events.  Godon said that the Park Board has ordinances and policies specifically governing behavior in the parks.  Mahmud said that it was important to call 911 to report such crimes – the Park police are dispatched through that system –  and to make citizen’s arrests if possible.  Several other issues regarding the park were mentioned, including the Park Board’s lighting standards.  There was a suggestion to invite Park Commissioner Tracy Nordstrom to come and address these concerns, perhaps in the context of gathering public input on the Park Board’s comprehensive plan.  This could occur at a special community meeting, maybe with the support of the Housing & Development committee.  Staff will look into this proposal.

COMMUNITY PROSECUTOR REPORT – Assistant City Attorney Lisa Godon

Godon distributed copies of the CLEAN sheet, a list with mugshots of the 5th Precinct’s top 30 offenders which is updated weekly with court conditions, appearance dates, and warrant and custody information.  She said that ten of the 30 were now in custody.  

Godon reported on former CLEAN sheet offender Carmilita Grant, who has been ordered to appear in Mental Health court for her recent arrests which, depending on the outcome of an evaluation, could possibly lead to civil commitment.  Godon reported on former CLEAN sheet offender Inez Lillie Green, who recently pled guilty to two prostitution charges (one in the 5th Precinct, the other in the 3rd) and received a sentence of 365 days, with orders to serve 185 days in the workhouse and complete treatment, and to stay out of an area including Stevens Square and attend PRIDE classes when she is released, among other conditions.  Godon said that, while she was out of custody pending sentencing, Green was arrested for a felony narcotics violation, and that she was in possession of a crack pipe when she appeared for sentencing.  Green has 11 prior convictions for prostitution. 

Godon reported that CLEAN sheet offender Theoplias Howlett is in custody pending an 8/1 court appearance.  The coordinator said that Howlett is now trespassed from Loring Nicollet Center, Plymouth Church, the Mall Center, and Metro Transit property.  He summarized the developments over the past month relating to Howlett’s cases:

· 6/27 arrest for trespassing at Plymouth Church.  6/29 release without bail required pending a court appearance.

· 7/14 arrest for consuming alcohol in public at Franklin & Blaisdell.  7/15 release without bail required pending a court appearance.

· 7/15 citation for a misdemeanor narcotics violation (possession of marijuana) in Stevens Square Park.

· 7/16 arrest for littering at Groveland & Nicollet.  7/17 release without bail required pending a court appearance.  

· 7/18 incident of assault against an SSCO volunteer in Stevens Square Park during a Cinema & Civics event.  A police report was made, but Howlett fled the scene and was not arrested.  Godon will consider charging Howlett by complaint once she receives statements from the victim and witnesses.

· 7/24 arrest for trespassing on Metro Transit property at Franklin & Nicollet.  In custody on $300 bail pending an 8/1 court appearance.

There were questions about the court’s bail decisions in light of Howlett’s prior criminal history (over 210 arrests).  Godon said that the district court establishes “payable” offenses, charges which can be resolved by the payment of a fine.  She said that the court’s policy is to release those arrested for payable offenses without requiring bail, a practice commonly referred to as “book and release.”  The defendant then has the option to either pay a fine or make a court appearance.  Godon said that the court does not consider these crimes to be serious, and that these are the kinds of crimes for which Howlett tends to be arrested most frequently.  She said that judges also factor in the jail’s limited number of beds to try to make sure that there is room to hold those who present the biggest threat to the community.

Godon reported on some new laws which take effect on August 1.  She said that the dollar-value threshold for theft and damage to property offenses has been changed: a misdemeanor now covers loss up to $500 (up to $250 previously), a gross misdemeanor up to $1,000 (up to $500 previously) and a felony above $1,000 (above $500 previously).

COMMUNITY PROBATION REPORT – Probation Officers Bobbi Lane and Jean Schwalen

Lane reported that County court information is no longer compiled in a separate database but is now included in a statewide system, which provides substantially more information from different courts (civil, housing, family, etc.) but is very slow and much more difficult to access.  Schwalen said that both of them have been very busy, in court practically every day, and thus have had less time to spend in the neighborhood.

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE COMMUNITY ACTION REPORT – Dee Tvedt

Tvedt reported that RJCA has added dog off-leash and waste violations to its list of eligible offenses.  These offenses are payable (they don’t require a court appearance) and thus will only come to the program through direct referrals by police, which is currently only possible in the 1st, 2nd, and 4th Precincts.  The program will work to expand direct referral to the 5th Precinct, so that any of these offenses committed in Stevens Square-Loring Heights and Whittier will be included.

Tvedt passed around a letter from RJCA executive director Gena Gerard announcing her departure from the program which she helped start in 1997.  SSCO was one of the four neighborhood organizations which initially sponsored the program.  Tvedt suggested that the committee write a letter of appreciation to Gerard, whose innovative work helped shift the focus on dealing with livability crimes from the courts to community conferences, thus giving community members an opportunity to meet and work with offenders to repair the damage caused to neighborhoods by these crimes.  The committee agreed, and recommended that the letter come from the SSCO Board.

Tvedt said that RJCA now plans to expand its program service area from the current 12 neighborhoods (plus the University of Minnesota) to the entire city, which will require financial and other support from City government.

BLOCK PATROL REPORT – Dee Tvedt

Tvedt reported that between June 29 and July 24, 11 volunteers participated in 10 shifts, contributing a total of 42 hours.  (This does not include the shifts which occurred during Cinema & Civics on Wednesday evenings.)  At least two shifts were cancelled due to lack of volunteers or bad weather.  On July 11, one Block Patrol volunteer participated in the 5th Precinct’s block leader training.  Tvedt said that, because there are only a handful of venues within walking distance, Block Patrol will not participate in the Minnesota Fringe Festival this year.

SAFETY COORDINATOR REPORT – Dave Delvoye

The coordinator updated the committee on several items of interest to the task force to address alcohol-related crime.  He said that plans for a presentation about security cameras at Franklin & Nicollet had been postponed again due to a scheduling conflict involving Deputy Police Chief Rob Allen.  He will try to arrange the presentation for the August 23 meeting.  The coordinator said that there is information that the Family Dollar Store in the Mall Center is knowingly selling high-alcohol content mouthwash to inebriates, and intends to continue to do so until it becomes illegal.

SSCO Safety Committee minutes, July 2007, prepared by Dave Delvoye.
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