Next SSCO Safety Committee meeting:

Thursday, September 27, at 6:00 p.m.

Loring Nicollet Center, 1925 Nicollet Ave

For more information, visit www.sscoweb.org or call Dave at (612) 874-2840.

SSCO Community Safety Committee

Notes from the meeting of August 23, 2007, at 1925 Nicollet Ave.

PRESENT   Jay Damberg, co-chair; Robert Lilligren, City Council Ward 6; Bobbi Harrington, Hennepin County Community Probation; Sarah Mahmud, Minneapolis Police 5th Precinct; Brian Rodgers, Minneapolis Park Police; Lisa Godon, City Attorney’s office; Don Lepper, Lydia Apartments; Bjorn Monson, Copenhagen Enterprises; Barb Jacobs, Charles Rosensteel, Ken Strobel, John Ryser, Eddie Chambers, Judy Austin, Jeanne Krueger, Arlene Storandt, Helen Grams, Elizabeth Young, Ray Ferris, Howard Penas, and SSCO executive director Steve Gallagher and safety coordinator Dave Delvoye

ANNOUCEMENTS

· The police substation clean-up project scheduled for August 25 has been postponed.

· Farmer’s market in the yard of the Public Housing property at Franklin & Clinton, every Tuesday from 3 to 6 p.m.  (Note the time change.)

· The committee welcomed new SSCO executive director Steve Gallagher.

PRIORITY CONCERNS / HOT SPOTS / CHRONIC OFFENDERS

· 110 East 18th St – There are ongoing reports of trespassers and litter at this vacant property.  Council Member Lilligren is working to get the owners to better secure the building and clean up trash.  Gallager has also contacted the owners and plans to meet with them to try to resolve these problems.

· 1900 Clinton Ave – Complaints about drug dealing and suspicious traffic at this apartment building appear to have been resolved.  Police made a series of arrests in the area.

· 1826 4th Ave – Police conducted a forced entry narcotics raid at this townhouse on August 21 and arrested two suspects for felony narcotics violations.

· 1902 and 1910 1st Ave – There is a report of suspicious traffic to basement units in these apartment buildings.

· Stevens Square Park – A community member reported that drug dealing on and around the basketball court has increased and become more blatant.  There are also problems in the park with drinking, lewd behavior, and verbal harassment.  The community member reported that the drug dealers are selling to people in the park and to certain residents of apartment buildings on the 1800 block of Stevens Ave.  The community member said that certain residents let the dealers into these buildings, where the dealers then loiter in the hallways, stairwells, and basement.  The community member said that the drug dealers do not live in the neighborhood, and that several residents want Park staff to shut down the basketball court in order to disperse those causing trouble in the area.  Park Police Sgt Rodgers said that he received a message from someone in the neighborhood complaining that the Park – especially the area around the basketball court – is out of control due to the activity of drug dealers and gang members.  He said that he has spoken with the officers who patrol the park.  He said that there has not been a lot of 911 calls about the park, and that none of the calls were related to drug dealing.  Rodgers encouraged anyone who sees illegal activity in the park to call 911 with a description of the problem and of those involved.  He said that, without that information, officers have no probable cause to stop or question anyone unless they witness the activity.  The community member said that it’s known which buildings the residents who purchase drugs in the park go into, but that the building managers don’t care about this behavior and perhaps are not aware of their tenants’ criminal histories.  Rodgers said that it’s important to call 911 and tell the operator which building the suspect(s) go into, so that police can respond effectively.  He said that nothing will change unless people call 911.  In response to a question, the coordinator said that Block Patrol had not observed any drug dealing in the park over the summer, but was aware of suspicious persons and some of the bad behavior taking place around the basketball court.  The community member said that the suspicious activity in the park sometimes starts as early as 11 a.m., and the activity often continues in and around the apartment buildings through the night.  Rodgers said that he will soon arrange for plainclothes officers to conduct surveillance of the area for several consecutive days, providing that there is good weather and people hanging around in the park.  Another community member said that there are often people who know each other, but don’t live in the apartment buildings, loitering on the front steps along the 1800 block of Stevens Ave, intimidating residents.  This person said that when 911 calls are made about this behavior, squads eventually come by and tell people, using their bullhorns, to move along, but the officers don’t get out of their squads to investigate who belongs there and who doesn’t.  Rodgers offered to check with 5th Precinct sector Lieutenant Frizell about this procedure.  The coordinator said that the 5th Precinct’s day CRT sergeant and night beat officers were aware of the complaints about illegal activity and had agreed to conduct surveillance and/or pay extra attention to the park.  In response to a question, Rodgers said that offenders could be trespassed from the park for up to 90 days via a trespassing notice, which is usually issued by park directors or police officers.  He said that habitual violators could be trespassed based on a continuing violation of one sort or another or a series of arrests or citations in a park.  Harrington asked how officers enforce such a court order.  Rodgers said that a copy of the order is given to Park police officers.  In response to a question about horse patrols in the park, Rodgers said that he runs the Park police horse unit, which has only been active 14 days this summer.  He said that the decision to assign the horse unit is out of his hands.  In response to a question about whether lighting in the park is sufficient, Rodgers said that Park planning staff make that determination, and that he hasn’t been to the park at night recently to have an opinion about it.  He said that if the lighting is too bright, it can be difficult to enforce the 10 p.m. closing time which is posted, since developed parks with high levels of lighting are allowed to stay open until midnight.  Rodgers said that the basketball hoop could be locked at 10 p.m. if people are still using the court after that time, but that he doubted that Park staff would be willing to shut the court down altogether.  A community member said that there have also been problems with adult males, often chronic inebriates, bothering young girls who play in the park.  This person suggested that the community organize a campaign to get parents to accompany their children to the park in order to keep them safe.  Damberg suggested that a small group meet to consider a plan.

MINNEAPOLIS POLICE REPORT – CPS Sarah Mahmud

Mahmud distributed copies of a map and list of Part 1 crimes reported in the neighborhood between July 21 and August 21.  She apologized for the computer problems which prevented her from providing detailed information on all the cases, and said that committee members could contact her if they wanted further information.  There were:

· 6 robberies of person, at 223 West Franklin Ave (at gunpoint), Franklin & 1st, 1816 Stevens Ave, 214 East 19th St, 1920 4th Ave, and 1800 3rd Ave.

· 1 robbery of business, a pizza delivery driver at 18th & 4th.

· 1 aggravated assault, at 19th & 3rd.

· 4 business burglaries.

· 5 residential burglaries.

· 9 motor vehicle thefts.

· 5 incidents of theft from motor vehicle.

Mahmud said that property crimes are up in the neighborhood and throughout the 5th Precinct, especially bike and auto theft.  She encouraged bike owners to license their bikes and record the make, model, and serial number, which can help police recover a bike if it is stolen.  Mahmud provided information about preventing auto theft, available at www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/police/crime-prevention/ , and said that there have been a number of reports recently of catalytic converters being removed from car engines and sold for scrap.  

Mahmud presented year-to-date statistics on Part 1 crime in the neighborhood, which showed a total decline of just over 1%.

· Rape up 100% (2 in 2007, 1 in 2006).

· Robbery down 19% (25 in 2007, 31 in 2006).

· Aggravated assault down 47% (10 in 2007, 19 in 2006).

· Burglary up 16% (36 in 2007, 31 in 2006).

· Auto theft up 40% (21 in 2007, 15 in 2006)

· Theft up 1% (80 in 2007, 79 in 2006).

· Arson down 100% (0 in 2007, 1 in 2006).

· No homicides were reported in either year.

The coordinator said that it was encouraging to see a significant drop in robberies, which are a key indicator of crime trends in the neighborhood.  Penas asked about gang-related crime in the area.  Mahmud said there was a huge push this summer in Whittier against the Bogus Boyz gang.  Mahmud announced that a block leader training session is set for November 6; she said that the last one was a big success.  Mahmud said that over 1,000 events were registered in the city for National Night Out, and that she tried to attend as many parties in her district as possible.  Krueger reported that the Clinton Ave party was so crowded that one could hardly walk through the yard in which it was held.  She said the party, which went from 6 to 11 p.m., had very nice turnout: over 80 people signed in, and there were at least a hundred people in attendance altogether.  Krueger said there were five tables full of food, and that participants ate four entire watermelons.  Grams reported that there were a lot of people interested in the new block club on the 1800 block of Stevens Ave, and that residents had a lot of fun at their National Night Out party.  She said that two people were willing to share responsibility for organizing the group, which will meet in September to start planning for National Night Out next year.

The coordinator made available copies of a list and maps of livability crimes in an area encompassing Stevens Square-Loring Heights and the section of Whittier from Franklin Ave to 24th St.  For the period from July 26 to August 19, there were 32 alcohol-related arrests (32 in 2006), 22 narcotics-related arrests (14 in 2006), and 1 prostitution-related arrest (3 in 2006).  He said that the maps showed the return of street drug activity – and the corresponding increase in arrests – in the area around Franklin & Clinton.  The coordinator made available copies of summaries of police reports of incidents and arrests in specific areas.  For the period from July 26 to August 19, 38 reports were generated in the Clinton sector (3rd Ave to 4th Ave, I-94 to Franklin Ave) and 46 in the Nicollet corridor (LaSalle Ave / Blaisdell Ave to 1st Ave, I-94 to 24th St).  All of these reports, updated weekly, are available on the crime information page at www.sscoweb.org 

COMMUNITY PROSECUTOR REPORT – Assistant City Attorney Lisa Godon

Godon distributed copies of the CLEAN sheet, a list with mugshots of the 5th Precinct’s top 30 offenders which is updated weekly with court conditions, appearance dates, and warrant and custody information.  She said that the list will be updated in September, and asked that community members share with her or the coordinator suggestions about any Stevens Square offenders who should be added to the list.  Godon reported that chronic offender Carmilita Grant has been civilly committed for six months as a result of her latest arrests.  She clarified an item which came up during the discussion about people hanging out in front of apartment buildings on the 1800 block of Stevens Ave: loitering itself is not a crime, but loitering with intent to commit a crime is a misdemeanor.  In response to a question, Godon said that lurking with intent to commit a crime is different, in that it involves surreptitious behavior such as hiding or concealing oneself.  Godon also spoke about the different kinds of trespassing offenses: under City ordinance, which allows enforcement by police at any location which is posted with a Minneapolis police No Trespassing sign; under State statute, which involves a trespass notice against a specific individual.  Those arrested for the latter offense are listed in a Police department database.  Mahmud said that information and forms for both kinds of trespassing are available at www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/police/crime-prevention/  Young said that she came across one of the top offenders, whom she recognized from the CLEAN sheet, sleeping in the basement of her apartment building and that she called 911 to report someone trespassing.  She said that, by the time officers responded, the offender had left the building and was at a picnic table in the park.  The responding officer told her there was nothing she could do at that point.  Godon said that response was not true, that the officer could have given her the option of performing a citizen’s arrest for trespassing.  This crime is a misdemeanor, and police can’t enforce it unless 1) they witness the crime themselves or 2) a witness fills out a citizen’s arrest form.  Godon said that police need, and should welcome, citizens’ help in these instances.  Mahmud said that it’s important to tell the 911 operator to let the responding officer know that you want to make a citizen’s arrest.  Rosensteel said that, in regard to suspicious activity such as drug dealing out of an apartment building, police need to know the address but not necessarily the actual apartment no., since they can conduct surveillance to get that information and then proceed with an investigation.

The coordinator reported that CLEAN sheet offender Theoplias Howlett is in custody on $500 bail pending a court appearance on August 24 for a number of cases from the area:  

· Trespassing 6/27

· Open bottle 7/14

· Possession of marijuana in the park 7/15

· Littering 7/16

· Trespassing 7/24

· Trespassing 8/17

An additonal trespassing incident from 8/16 will be charged by complaint, along with an assault in the park on 7/18 if the victim provides a statement.  The coordinator passed around a copy of SSCO’s July 30 community impact statement regarding Howlett, who has been arrested 22 times in the neighborhood in the past 16 months.

COMMUNITY PROBATION REPORT – Probation Officer Bobbi Harrington

Harrington said that she and her colleague, Jean Schwalen, have been busy because most of their clients are in custody.  She reported on one of Schwalen’s clients, Brandon Jaroy Miller, a top neighborhood offender who recently had his probation revoked and is serving 51 months in prison.  Harrington reported on the outcome of a recent case in which two Probation clients are now serving two- and three-year prison sentences for robbing a person in Stevens Square Park.

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE COMMUNITY ACTION REPORT 

The coordinator passed around a letter from SSCO, per the committee’s request, thanking retiring RJCA executive director Gena Gerard for her work with the program over the past ten years.  He also passed around letters of apology from three offenders who were arrested for soliciting prostitution at 19th & Nicollet last summer.  The letters were part of agreements reached with community members during an RJCA conference aimed at helping the offenders repair the damage their crimes had done to the neighborhood.  For more information about the program, visit www.rjca-inc.org/ 

BLOCK PATROL REPORT – Barb Jacobs

Jacobs reported that, between July 26 and August 22, 14 volunteers participated in 15 Block Patrol shifts, contributing a total of 73.75 hours.  This includes the rained-out Cinema & Civics event on August 1.  At least two shifts were cancelled for lack of volunteers.  Three new volunteers joined Block Patrol on August 22.  Jacobs shared some stories from the Block Patrol logbook.  The coordinator reported that Block Patrol’s soda sales (before expenses) at summer events in the park totaled $627.

SAFETY COORDINATOR REPORT – Dave Delvoye

The coordinator reported that Deputy Police Chief Rob Allen was not available to attend this month’s committee meeting for a presentation about security cameras at Franklin & Nicollet.  He said that Allen has been involved in coordinating the police response in the aftermath of the I-35W bridge collapse.  The coordinator said that Allen had been unable to attend the June or July meetings, and that he was not available for the September 27 meeting, either.  He suggested that, instead of further postponing this disucssion, a special meeting designed to accommodate Allen’s schedule be convened, either by the committee or the Task Force to Address Alcohol-Related Crime, from which the recommendation to explore this idea originated.  The committee decided that the Task Force should go ahead and schedule and sponsor this meeting.

The coordinator made available copies of information from the City web site regarding Community Emergency Response Teams (CERT):  www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/emergency/CERT_Home.asp   This is a program which educates citizens about disaster preparedness and how to protect one’s family, neighbors, and neighborhood in an emergency situation.  Storandt suggested that this training might be useful for neighborhood residents, and that the skills learned – such as fire safety, search and rescue, and emergency first aid – would  be valuable in many situations over the course of a lifetime.  The coordinator said that the next CERT training session is set for September 28 (5 to 10 p.m.), 29, and 30 (8 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day) at the Minneapolis Fire Department training campus in northeast Minneapolis, which is not accessible by public transportation.  Jacobs suggested that SSCO might recruit a group of people, Block Patrol volunteers for example, to attend the training together.

The coordinator said that Grams had shared information about educational materials and presentations regarding the dangers of methamphetamine in Minnesota provided by the Ramsey County Attorney’s office.  Grams suggested that SSCO help get information about meth out to the neighborhood by showing a DVD produced by the Minnesota County Attorneys Association and/or arranging for a presentation at an upcoming community meeting or event.  Damberg suggested that the committee bring the suggestion to the Board for review.  Gallagher said that he would be willing to look at the information and help make a recommendation about whether and how to go forward with this.

The coordinator said that SSCO had $15,000 allocated to a Building Safety Improvement program in its NRP Phase 2 action plan.  Program information and guidelines are available at www.sscoweb.org/What_We_Do/Community_Safety/Building_Safety/  He said that the matching grant program was publicized several years ago when the funding became available, and that he recently received an inquiry about a potential fence project involving several properties along West Franklin Ave.  The coordinator suggested that SSCO again promote the program to property owners throughout the neighborhood.

WARD 6 REPORT – City Council Member Robert Lilligren

Lilligren said that he has been working with MNDOT on a number of issues in the aftermath of the I-35W bridge collapse.

Lilligren said that he supported the move to have the Task Force on Alcohol-Related Crime sponsor the meeting about security cameras with Deputy Chief Allen.  He reported that the manager of Franklin Nicollet Liquor had evaluated the security requirements for the store and decided that it needed a much more elaborate camera surveillance system, and that the improvements are imminent.  

Lilligren said that he supported a proposal by the Whittier Alliance to hold a joint meeting with SSCO about the option of using Nicollet Ave for the route of a proposed southwest light rail transit line.  He said that a decision on the preferred route is expected to be made by the end of the year, and that it’s important for the two neighborhoods to make sure their voices are heard in the process.

Regarding the vacant property at 110 East 18th St, Lilligren said that he was trying to get the developers to resolve the problems identified by the committee, and that he will check again on the proposed start date for construction.

SSCO Safety Committee minutes, August 2007, prepared by Dave Delvoye.
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