Next SSCO Safety Committee meeting:

Thursday, October 25, at 6:00 p.m.

Loring Nicollet Center, 1925 Nicollet Ave

For more information, visit www.sscoweb.org or call Dave at (612) 874-2840.

SSCO Community Safety Committee

Notes from the meeting of September 27, 2007, at 1925 Nicollet Ave.

PRESENT   Jay Damberg, co-chair; Robert Lilligren, Ward 6 City Council; Bobbi Harrington and Jean Schwalen, Hennepin County Community Probation; Sarah Mahmud, Minneapolis Police 5th Precinct; Barb Banks and Kolu Paye, Restorative Justice Community Action; Rob Helmerichs, Rand Management; Bjorn Monson, Copenhagen Enterprises; Peter Roos and John Brown, Wendy’s; Helen Grams, Allan Elias, Charles Rosensteel, Linda Ferris, Ken Strobel, John Ryser, Eddie Chambers, Judy Austin, Alena Chaps, Robyn Fleming, Jeanne Krueger, Judy S., Cheryl Curtis, Arlene Storandt, Bonnie Bona, Mary Gunderson, Chris Neumeier, Joshua Thaney, SSCO executive director Steve Gallager and safety coordinator Dave Delvoye

ANNOUNCEMENTS

· The farmer’s market at Franklin & Clinton is cancelled for the rest of the year.

· September 29 graffiti clean-up, meet at the police substation at 10 a.m.

· October 6 Clean Sweep, meet in Stevens Square Park at 10 a.m.

· October 8 community meeting regarding police security cameras at Franklin & Nicollet, 6:30 p.m. at Acadia Café theatre, 1931 Nicollet Ave.

· October 27 Full Moon Harvest Festival in Stevens Square Park, 3 to 7 p.m.

· The committee adjusted its meeting schedule to account for the holidays at the end of the year.  The committee voted to meet on November 29 and December 20. 

· In anticipation of a vote during the meeting regarding a conditional use permit, Damberg reminded attendees of the rules governing conflict of interest and read from the SSCO community meeting expectations.

MINNEAPOLIS POLICE REPORT – Crime Prevention Specialist Sarah Mahmud

Mahmud distributed copies of a map and list of Part 1 crimes reported in the neighborhood between August 24 and September 24.  There were:

· 4 robberies of person: September 9 at 3:20 a.m. on the 1800 block of 2nd Ave, suspects robbed victim of his vehicle and cell phone at knifepoint; September 12 at 5:20 a.m. on the 1800 block of 3rd Ave, suspects threatened victim with a fake knife, then punched and robbed him of his cash, cell phone, and car keys; September 15 at 1:50 a.m. at Franklin & 1st, suspect lunged for victim’s wallet and pushed him to the ground; September 24 at 3:30 p.m. at 19th & Nicollet, suspect drove up to the victim, demanded money, and then shot him in the arm (no reports of shots fired in that area, police report was filed at HCMC).

· 1 sexual assault: August 31 at noon, suspect met victim in Stevens Square Park, walked to a grassy area near I-94 and 2nd Ave, and sexually assaulted victim; suspect was later arrested.

· 1 aggravated assault: August 25 at 5 a.m. on the 1700 block of 3rd Ave, suspect stabbed victim in the chest, victim would provide no information about the assault or suspect

· 2 business burglaries and 1 residential burglary.

· 1 motor vehicle theft, 7 thefts from motor vehicles, and 9 other incidents of theft.

Mahmud emphasized that the crime numbers were unofficial, since some of the reports occurred along Franklin Ave and might be officially attributed to Whittier.  She said that property crimes were up 30% and crimes against persons were up 13% in the 5th Precinct compared to last year.  In response to a question, Mahmud said that weather can have an impact on crime trends.  She said that the SAFE Unit had been sending out, via crime alert e-mail lists, mugshots of suspects in certain crimes.  To subscribe to the sector 1 crime alert list, send any e-mail message to SAFE5.1-on@ccpsafe.org 

Mahmud said that citizens may now file community impact statements (c.i.s.) online at www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/attorney/impact-statements.asp for misdemeanor and gross misdemeanor cases and at www.hennepinattorney.org/cpIntroduction.aspx for felony cases.  A c.i.s. is a statement submitted to the court by prosecutors during sentencing to convey the negative impact of a crime on the community in which it was committed.  This can influence the sentencing of the perpetrator by assigning appropriate consequences in relation to the crime’s impact on the community.  Mahmud distributed information about preventing motor vehicle theft and theft from motor vehicle, which is available at www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/police/crime-prevention/  Mahmud announced three upcoming police-sponsored training opportunities of interest to neighborhood residents and property owners:

· Rental property owners and managers workshop, October 25, 5 to 9 p.m., St Mary’s Greek Orthodox Church, 3450 Irving Ave South; call 673-2812 to register.

· Workshop for owner-occupied multifamily dwellings (condos, townhouses, co-ops), November 1, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Northeast Middle School, 2955 Hayes St NE; call 673-2874 to register.

· 5th Precinct block leader training, November 6, 6 to 8 p.m., 5th Precinct community room, 3101 Nicollet Ave; call Mahmud at 673-2819 to register.

The coordinator made available copies of a list and maps of livability crimes in an area encompassing Stevens Square-Loring Heights and the section of Whittier from Franklin Ave to 24th St.  For the period from August 20 to September 23, there were 53 alcohol-related arrests (25 in 2006), 19 narcotics-related arrests (26 in 2006), and 1 prostitution-related arrest (1 in 2006).  The coordinator pointed out the change in alcohol-related arrests compared to last year, and said he couldn’t account for the significant increase.  Austin said that an increase in drinking and drunken behavior was especially evident in Stevens Square Park.  Chambers said that easy access for inebriates to alcohol-based mouthwash was fueling this problem.  The coordinator made available copies of summaries of police reports of incidents and arrests in specific areas.  For the period from August 20 to September 23, 30 reports were generated in the Clinton sector (3rd Ave to 4th Ave, I-94 to Franklin Ave) and 77 in the Nicollet corridor (LaSalle Ave / Blaisdell Ave to 1st Ave, I-94 to 24th St).  All of these reports, updated weekly, are available on the crime information page at www.sscoweb.org 

PRIORITY CONCERNS / HOT SPOTS / CHRONIC OFFENDERS

· 110 East 18th St – The problems at this vacant, boarded property continue.  Block Patrol members, staff, and other residents have submitted a number of complaints via 311 regarding trash, graffiti, unsecured doors or windows, and abandoned vehicles.  A City inspector reported on September 24 that the problems were being documented and contractors authorized to come in and address them.  Gallagher said that he has repeatedly called the owners of the property requesting to discuss the problems with them, but has received no response.  He said he has also called the Heritage Preservation Commission with community concerns about ongoing damage to the historically designated portion of the building along 1st Ave; they agreed to call back.  Council Member Lilligren said that he’s getting the silent treatment from the owners, and that he’s still trying to find out when they intend to secure the property with fencing.  He said that the action by Inspections is a good start.

· 1826 4th Ave – The renter, who had brought in drug dealers and refused to leave when the owner of this townhouse moved and put the property up for sale, was evicted and moved out on September 5.

· 20 Groveland Ave – Police conducted a forced-entry drug raid at an apartment in this building on September 18.

· 1801 LaSalle Ave – Drinkers continue to congregate in the garden and on the pathway on the north side of this building.

· Franklin Ave from 3rd Ave to 4th Ave – There are reports of ongoing street drug and prostitution activity in this area, especially in the bus shelter at Franklin & Clinton and in the parking lot at Giant Wash and the Clinton Market.

· 1800 3rd Ave – There are reports of a drug dealer operating out of an apartment in this building.

· Stevens Square Park, 1801 Stevens Ave – The coordinator passed around a letter from Park Police Sgt Brian Rodgers, who had attended the August meeting.  Rodgers’ letter stated that he assigned officers to conduct surveillance for two days, during good weather, in the park.  The officers “described the people in the park as crack users and homeless people.  They did not see any drug related activities in the park or the immediate surrounding streets.  Drug sales and use in the park appears to be very limited at this time.”  Rodgers encouraged residents to call 911 immediately to report any drug-related acitivity in the park and to give detailed descriptions of the suspects to the 911 operator.  The coordinator said that 5th Precinct day CRT also put the park under surveillance during the past month; no narcotics arrests were reported.  He said that he had requested the 911 calls for service to the park from June 1 to September 25; the following calls were logged:

· 31 about suspicious persons; most of these appeared to involve people drinking or acting intoxicated.

· 17 about disturbances.

· 1 about a fight.

· 1 about shots fired.

· 1 about a person with a weapon.

· 1 about narcotics; this was a September 19 call by a Block Patrol team, in which a person was transported to detox.

The coordinator said that, although these numbers only reflect calls regarding the park and not nearby intersections and apartment buildings, this information seemed to confirm Rodgers’ report in August that, although residents may be seeing and complaining about drug activity, they were not reporting it to police.  A community member said that the drug dealers were aware of the police surveillance and had continued to make their contacts in the park, but had taken the transactions elsewhere.  Another community member said that it appeared that dealers were selling marijuana from the stoops of some of the apartment buildings on the 1800 block of Stevens Ave, across from the park.  Another community member said that the dealers don’t hide their activity, that it’s easy to see hand-to-hand transactions, and that there is evidence the dealers are operating at the picnic table near the basketball court.  There was concern expressed that more people in the neighborhood were becoming involved in the drug activity.  Several community members emphasized the importance of taking Sgt Rodgers’ advice: call 911 to report this kind of activity when you see it.

WENDY’S RESTAURANT REQUEST FOR A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO EXTEND OPERATING HOURS

Peter Roos, representing Wendy’s Restaurant at 325 East Franklin Ave, reported that Wendy’s was requesting a conditional use permit (c.u.p.) from the City to extend the hours of operation from 10 p.m. to midnight on Sunday through Thursday and from 11 p.m. to 1 a.m. on Friday and Saturday.  He introduced John Brown, the restaurant manager.  Roos said that the restaurant has been operating for 14 months and that he had come through this process of meeting with the neighborhood groups before.  He said that in 2006 the City had asked Wendy’s to withdraw its initial request for the longer operating hours until the business had established some history.  Roos said that Wendy’s has since proven to be a good neighbor and that now was the time to ask for community support for the longer hours.  He said that the Whittier Alliance Community Issues committee had given its support, and that he was waiting to hear the decision of the Whittier Alliance board of directors.  He said that those at the meeting who lived closest to the restaurant had no problems with the way the business was operated.  Roos said that he had lived in Stevens Square in the mid-1990s and was familiar with the challenges of operating a business at Franklin & Clinton; he said that, in his opinion, Wendy’s attractive, well-managed, and well-lit business had helped make the area a little safer.  Roos said that Wendy’s is in the newly approved Franklin & Nicollet pedestrian overlay district (p.o.d.) and is technically a legally non-conforming use due to its drive-through facility.  He said that it is not Wendy’s intention to appeal to an after-bar crowd, but that the change is driven by customer expectations that Wendy’s does not close at 10 p.m.  Gallagher said that the c.u.p. request is set for a public hearing at the Planning Commission on October 15 at 4:30 p.m. in City Hall.

Krueger asked about whether young people employed at Wendy’s at night were in danger of violating curfew laws and not getting enough sleep for school.  Roos said that only adults worked at night.  Austin asked whether the extended hours applied to both the dining room and the drive-through.  Roos said that, yes, it applied to the entire restaurant, but that Wendy’s was going to look at how the new hours were accepted by customers and see how things played out.  Elias said that he is the owner of the property at 325 East Franklin Ave at which the restaurant operates, and that he and the owners of Wendy’s know the problems in the area and are trying to make the neighborhood better.  

The coordinator made available a summary of 911 calls for service to that address from August 1, 2006, to September 3, 2007.  There were four police reports, two involving suspects arrested for trespassing on the property, one relating to a group of drug users loitering outside, and one involving someone threatening another person.  There were ten other 911 calls, five of which involved unwanted persons or customer trouble.  Elias said that several years ago when Franklin Street Bakery had its facilities at this property, there were about five times as many calls for police service and that police used the building to conduct surveillance of the area.  He said that the area seems better now.  The coordinator said that most of the 911 calls appear to have been made by Wendy’s employees, which shows that the company is trying to prevent problems at and around the restaurant.  He said that the 911 report did not reflect calls referring to “Franklin & Clinton” which might be tied to the restaurant.  Roos said that Wendy’s has a great relationship with MPD and is developing an internal log to better keep track of incidents.  Galllagher asked if there was a need for security officers for the extended hours of operation.  Roos said, no.  The coordinator said that he had received no complaints about crime at Wendy’s, with one exception involving allegations against a manager which could not be verified.  He said that SSCO tracks arrests for drug and prostitution offenses, and that such arrests have declined significantly in the Clinton sector since June, 2006.  The coordinator said there were many factors involved in this change, most importantly the additional police overtime shifts for the area between June and November, 2006.  He said that the opening of Wendy’s seemed to have a very positive effect on the area, as reports of street crime have continued to decline.  

Chambers said that Wendy’s is an asset for the community and that he supports the extended hours, in part because it would provide a place for police officers to stop and eat late at night, keeping them in the neighborhood.  Rosensteel asked if Wendy’s foresees more problems with late-night loitering in the area.  Roos said that such activity is bad for business and makes customers feel uncomfortable, and that the restaurant plans to stay on top of the situation.  Strobel said that at Franklin & 3rd, if there is activity on the street, it can go on all night whether or not local businesses are open.  Elias said that he and Wendy’s owners met with the police chief before the restaurant opened, and that there was a recommendation to install cameras, including some to capture activity on the surrounding streets and corners.  Roos said that the restaurant has cameras, and would consider pointing one at the corner outside.  Lilligren spoke about the successful city-funded security camera system installed on Bloomington Ave in the 3rd Precinct, and mentioned the opportunity for public-private partnerships to expand the camera systems to other areas.  Gunderson compared the management styles of Wendy’s and the former SA at Franklin & Nicollet, and said that Wendy’s does a much better job working with the community and preventing problems.

On a motion by Jeanne Krueger, seconded by Charles Rosensteel, the committee recommended that SSCO support the request for a conditional use permit at Wendy’s, 325 East Franklin Ave, to extend operating hours from 10 p.m. to midnight Monday through Thursday and from 11 p.m. to 1 a.m. Friday and Saturday.  The motion passed on a voice vote, with one person opposed.

Gallagher said that SSCO’s Housing & Development committee will consider the issue of expanding a non-conforming use – extending the hours of Wendy’s drive-through facility – in the pedestrian overlay district at its 6:30 p.m. meeting on October 4 at Loring Nicollet Center, 1925 Nicollet Ave.

WARD 6 REPORT – City Council Member Robert Lilligren

Lilligren said that he was glad the task force to reduce alcohol-related crime was ramping up to consider the question of police security cameras at Franklin & Nicollet.  He said that he took part in a recent Restorative Justice Community Action conference.  Lilligren said that the mayor had just presented the 2008 City budget and that the Council will soon conduct public hearings as part of its deliberations; a vote on the budget is set for the first week of December.  He said that the City faces a $35 million shortfall next year due to lack of adequate local government aid from the State.  Lilligren said that the good news is that the City has aggressively pursued a strategy to reduce its debt service and raise its bond rating; this has so far erased up to $7.6 million in potential interest payments.  He said that, overall, crime was still too high, and that public safety is the City’s top priority.  Lilligren said that the MPD budget has increased from $98 million in 2003 to a projected $121 million in 2008; the addition of 18 sworn officers to the force next year will bring the total to 880 officers, the most since 2002.  He spoke about increasing funding for the Youth Coordinating Board (almost $1 million), the Truancy and Curfew Center ($100,000), Emergency Communications ($300,000 for more 911 operators), the City Attorney’s community prosecutors ($300,00), restorative justice programs ($75,000), and anti-graffiti projects ($150,000).  Lilligren said that, since good traffic drives out bad, the City is investing $2.1 million into its Great Streets neighborhood business district program, for which businesses on Franklin Ave and Nicollet Ave are eligible.  

Gallagher asked whether the City budget addresses the gap in NRP (Neighborhood Revitalization Program) Phase 2 funds, which are projected to be cut dramatically next year.  Lilligren said that the City’s Community Engagement task force is taking three tracks, including looking at the NRP situation.  He said that recommendations will not be ready in time for the budget discussions, but that the mayor has budgeted $250,000 for community engagement in 2008.  Lilligren said that the start of the Council’s discussion of the issue is set for the Committee of the Whole meeting on October 18, after which it goes to the Council.  He said that he has spoken with Council Member Ostrow, chairman of the Ways & Means / Budget committee, about the NRP funding gap.  Gallagher said that SSCO wants to make everyone aware of the NRP financial situation and its impact on our neighborhood.  Gunderson asked Lilligren about his position on funding NRP Phase 2.  Lilligren said that he is one of the strongest supporters of NRP on the Council and that he’s trying to figure out how to extend the funding and sunset date for NRP.  He said that he is trying to establish a good environment in which to work with other Council members on the issue.  Lilligren said that this is a difficult discussion to have in the community.  He said that SSCO is easy to work with, cooperative, and able to have a frank, up-front discussion about the issues.  Lilligren praised SSCO’s excellent work with the mayor’s Great City design team, and said that his priority is to take commercial redevelopment of Nicollet Ave to the next step as quickly as possible with the help of the mayor and CPED.  He said that he is fully involved and committed to making this happen.

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE COMMUNITY ACTION REPORT – Barb Banks and Kolu Paye

Paye thanked Council Member Lilligren for his support for funding restorative justice programs in the City budget.  She said that a community conference for offenses committed in the Stevens Square-Loring Heights and Whittier neighborhoods is set for 5:30 p.m. on October 25; call her at 746-0784 to participate.  Barb Banks introduced herself and said that she is the new program director for RJCA.  She said that she is temporarily running the organization pending the hiring of a new executive director within the next few weeks.  Banks said that she will be working to coordinate the program’s expansion efforts, and that new staff will be hired to work with neighborhoods in this area of the city as the program expands here.

BLOCK PATROL REPORT – Arlene Storandt

Storandt reported that, between August 25 and September 26, 14 Block Patrol volunteers participated in 24 shifts, contributing a total of 95.75 hours.  At least one shift was cancelled.  Two new volunteers joined Block Patrol this month.  Storandt said that many of the stories from the Block Patrol logs involved alcohol-related incidents and crimes.

SAFETY COORDINATOR REPORT – Dave Delvoye

The coordinator said that community prosecutor Lisa Godon was unable to attend the meeting but had provided some copies of the CLEAN sheet, a list with mugshots of the 5th Precinct’s top 30 offenders which is updated weekly with court conditions, appearance dates, and warrant and custody information.  The coordinator reported on the outcome of chronic offender Theoplias Howlett’s September 11 court appearance.  He said that prosecutor Heidi Johnston offered a plea agreement which Howlett accepted.

· Guilty pleas to June 27 trespassing at Plymouth Church, July 18 disorderly conduct in Stevens Square Park, August 17 trespassing at AM Food Market.  The trespassing charges were gross misdemeanors; the disorderly conduct was a misdemeanor in which the victim was an SSCO volunteer during a Cinema & Civics event.

· Dismissal of July 14 consuming alcohol in public, July 15 possession of marijuana in a park, July 16 littering, July 24 trespassing.

· August 16 trespassing not charged.

· Sentence: 115 days for each gross misdemeanor, 90 days for the misdemeanor, all to be served concurrently.  77 days to be served in custody, with credit for time served back to June 27.

· Release date: October 15, with no conditions, probation, or stayed time.

The coordinator said that the judge and prosecutor had ignored SSCO’s community impact statement, which recommended that the defendant serve the maximum amount of time in custody for all convictions and that all sentences be imposed consecutively.  He said that it was especially disappointing that the sentences for the gross misdemeanors, which carry a maximum penalty of one year each, were discounted and imposed concurrently.  In response to a question from the coordinator, Harrington said that, although the outcome may not please the community, it was good that the defendant had at least served some time, and that it could have been worse.  She said that the defendant received more time for these crimes than the average offender, and that many judges would have imposed no jail time at all.  Harrington emphasized that she and her partner Schwalen did not think this was the best possible outcome, but that, considering the way the system works, they are not surprised about what had happened.

SSCO Safety Committee minutes, September 2007, prepared by Dave Delvoye.
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